
  Neighborhood and Community Engagement Commission 
Tuesday,  August 26, 2014 Meeting Minutes 

UROC Outreach Center  
 

 
NCEC member attendees:  Debra Behrens, Doron Clark, Eric Gustafson, Andy Hortillosa, Denis 
Houle, Ishmael Israel, Maleta Kimmons, Brittany Lewis, Kenya McKnight, Francisco Segovia, and 
Jeffrey Strand.  
NCEC members excused: Matthew Dobratz, Brittany Lewis, Kirk Roggensack, David Zaffrann and 
Tessa Wetjen. 
NCEC members absent: Carol Pass 
Commission staff: David Rubedor, Howard Blin and Cheyenne Brodeen  
1. Public Comment:  
 
Peter Rickmyer gave public comment. He stated that the bus stop on 33rd Avenue and Silver 
Lake Road is not accessible. He met two disabled persons who were having difficulty navigating 
that stop. He also formally asked NCR to ask neighborhoods to form committees to engage with 
people who have disabilities.  
 

- Commissioner Clark noted that 33rd Avenue and Silver Lake Road is in St. Anthony 
Village, not Minneapolis.  

 
Amanda Vallone from the Windom Community Council was in attendance to share information 
about their Tots Rock program that won a 3rd place award from the 2014 Neighborhoods, USA 
Conference. She invited everyone to come to the 2015 event on March 27th. More information 
can be found online: http://www.windommpls.org/.  

 
2. Introduction (Action): 

The meeting was called to order at 5:15pm with Israel in the Chair.  

Agenda: Clark moves to approve the agenda, Hortillosa Seconds the motion. Agenda 
Approved.  
 

3. Executive Committee Reports (Informational and Action): 
Chair’s Report: Chair Israel thanked NCEC Commissioners for attending the Joint Community 
Engagement Forums in July and August. The notes and report are being complied and the 
results will be sent out to forum attendees and the NCEC when it is completed.   
 
Secretary Report: 

A. Minutes: 
Motion: Strand moves to approve the minutes, Hortillosa Seconds the motion. Motion 
carried. 

 

http://www.windommpls.org/


B. Attendance Report: Commissioner Strand reported on attendance. 11 members are in 
attendance. Commissioners Dobratz, Lewis, Roggensack, Zaffran and Wetjen are 
excused. Quorum was present. 

 
4. NCEC Annual Report (Action)  

Summary:  Chair Israel shared that the NCEC Annual Report covers work from June 2013 
to June 2014. The report highlights the work of the commission throughout the past 
year.  
 
Discussion: 

 Strand thanked members of the former commission on their work over the past year. 
He also noted that this report will be sent to the Minneapolis City Council for 
approval and then will be sent out to the broader community.  

 Hortillosa asked if there was any way to include public comment on the work that we 
do and the report.  

 McKnight commented that she sees this as two separate processes. One is our 
reporting that we do, and second is getting feedback from our stakeholders.  

 NCR Director David Rubedor concurred with Commissioner McKnight that there 
were two separate processes.  

 
Motion: Strand moves to adopt the NCEC’s annual report and send the report for 
approval by Minneapolis City Council and then sent out to the Commissions stake 
holders and posted online, McKnight Seconds the motion. Motion Carried.  

 
5. Committee Task Force Reports:  

A. Committee of the Whole 
i. Equity Steering Committee: McKnight wanted clarification on whether or not 

the Equity Steering Committee is a formal committee of the NCEC.  
 
David Rubedor stated the Equity Steering Committee was set up to report to 
the Committee of the Whole because the entire commission wanted to be a 
part of the equity discussion. 
 
McKnight would like to have a discussion regarding this committee at the 
next Committee of the Whole meeting to clarify the role and to ensure the 
committee isn’t in conflict with the bylaws.  
 
David Rubedor also reported that the work of the committee is going well, 
there have been a number of focus groups held with community 
organizations and the first focus group with neighborhoods will be held 
tonight at North Commons Park.  
 

B. One Minneapolis Fund Committee:  Israel stated that the Mayors budget is 
proposing $260,000 in funds for the 2015 grants. That is up from the $100,000 for 



the 2014 grants. The next meeting of the committee will be Wednesday, September 
3rd from 6-8pm.  
 
Commissioner Strand inquired about the bylaws or other limitations on the numbers 
on committees other than the Committee of the Whole. He noted Commissioner 
Houle wanted to serve on the OMFC at the last meeting, but there was inadequate 
number of slots open. Commissioner Strand acknowledged how much progress has 
been made with the OMFC, and with regret that he wishes to resign from the OMFC 
in order to make way for another member to serve. After a brief discussion to ensure 
no other member present was interested, it was moved by Strand and seconded by 
McKnight to add Commissioner Houle to the One Minneapolis Fund Committee. 
Motion carried. 

 
C. City Department Engagement Task Force:  The City Department Engagement Task 

Force met on August 2nd and will be holding focus groups with neighborhoods and 
Public Works regarding engagement.  

 
6. NCR Report:  

Summary:  David Rubedor shared that the NCEC’s social gathering will be held on Tuesday, 
September 9th from 5-7pm at the Coffman Memorial Union Terrace. Please RSVP your 
attendance.  
 
He also noted that there is an opening on the Community Connections Conference 
workgroup for an NCEC Commissioner.  
 
 
Motion: Strand moves that Commissioner McKnight join the Community Connections 
Conference Workgroup, Hortillosa Seconds the motion. Motion Approved.  
 
David Rubedor also reminded commissioners to take the 2014 Boards and Commissions 
Diversity Survey. Cheyenne will resend the link to all commissioners.  

 
Commissioner Strand inquired about the Boards and Commissions survey being conducted 
and asked when the NCEC will have the results. [David Rubedor also reminded…] Director 
Rubedor mentioned planning for two sets of 5-day training for city staff being put on by the 
IAP2; an abbreviated version may be available for elected officials and policy makers in the 
Spring of 2015. Director Rubedor noted the NCR budget was going to the City Council 
committee on September 8th. 
 
It was noted that a Blueprint for Equitable Engagement meeting is scheduled at the Skyway 
Senior Center the afternoon of August 27th. Commissioner Israel reminded members about 
the NCEC calendars for meetings. 
 
 



Adjourn:  
 

Motion Hortillosa second Houle to adjourn. Motion carried. 
 
The August 26, 2014 meeting was adjourned by Chair Israel at 6:10p.m. 


